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certain cactus which abounds on the paramos and it
is his habit to go from one to another, smashing them
open with his paw and devouring the inside. Since
his table manners are none too delicate, by the time
he is through, the white pith has been showered in
all directions. A single bear can destroy a great
number of cacti at one sitting; and from the dis-
tance, if the day be clear, the scene is as if snow had
fallen.
The Indians say that when driven by hunger the
spectacle bear will descend to the lowland farms
and attack a calf or small steer. They contend
further that, although shy, when hurt or at close
quarters, ursus ornatus will face men or dogs fear-
lessly. Generally speaking, they are extremely diffi-
cult to hunt.
The first day we went out for bear, Georges had
extraordinary luck and came upon two feeding to-
gether, one of which he declared was considerably
larger than the other. In this opinion, it was as big
as any black bear he had ever seen, and appeared
to be as large as a small grizzly.
Georges was delighted at the prospect and was
stalking them with his men when suddenly a black
shape dashed from behind and made for the larger
of the two bears. It was Napo, whose courage was
to be commended though his discretion left much
to be desired.
Seeing the dog coming, the bear ambled on its
way without any increase of pace. It was at this